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sharp and distinct. Nor was it in any way dependent upon 
human voice. 

~Psychical research societies in many countries seized upon 
this opportunity to pursue their studies, and Margery Crandon’s 
home was visited by hundreds of psychologists, scientists, and 
scholars from more than thirty countries, under conditions that 
made trickery impossible. 

Once, one member of a group asked Walter to explain his 
voice. “How can I talk to you?” he laughed. “Simple. I take 
ectoplasm from Margery while she is in trance. I make a voice 
box out of it and use it to create sound vibrations.” * (Ecto- 
plasm is a filmy, plastic material which emerges at times from 
the mouth, nose, ears, or other orifices of a medium in trance 
and is able to take form and to exert physical pressure. It has 
been photographed many times as a solid substance, and at 
other times as a vapor.) 


WHAT CONVINCED THE SCIENTISTS 


In the Margery mediumship, Walter used an ectoplasmic 
hand for many of his demonstrations. With this hand he could 
make a pair of scalepans move up and down, carry objects— 
such as a coin—through thin air, and even make fingerprints. 
Extended investigations by the research officer of the American 
Society for Psychical Research established evidence that these 
prints were identical with the lifetime right thumbprint of 
Walter Stinson. A few of the prints could not be identified, and 
Walter said they were impressions from colleague spirits who 
aided him in the experiments. This phenomenon was actually 
photographed at one session. Two flash pictures were taken in 
a dimly lit room. In one, the film exposed through an ordinary 
glass lens showed only what the naked eye could see at the time 
—nothing. The other picture, taken with a quartz Jens, revealed 
a tiny hand resting on the lower of two scalepans. 


* From A Life After Death by S. R. Harlow and Evan Hill. © 1961 by S. R. 
Harlow and Evan Hill. Reprinted by permission of Doubleday & Company, Inc. 
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The time required by Walter to build up psychic power (it 
took several sittings, each with little results, each taking about 
45 minutes), his need of the traditional mediumship setup (a 
circle of people, in the dark, touching hands),* all seem to bear 
out the theory that an electrical intelligence survives the body— 
one which needs only additional electrical power to communi- 
cate with us. The members of a séance, sitting in a circle touch- 
ing hands, form a good electrical circuit. 

Since psychic power is electrical—at least human psychic 
power—it makes sense that a séance should be held in the dark. 
If you'll recall Telecult Powers #1 and #3, it was suggested that 
you practice receiving and sending in the early morning or Jate 
at night when the atmosphere is relatively free of interference, 
such as sunspot ions. 

On a rare occasion when Walter did agree to carry messages 
from a departed friend to a member of the séance group (he 
disliked being what he called a “messenger boy”), he said: 
“Bates can’t talk to you himself. He doesn’t have the power to 
communicate.” Then there was a faint whisper: “Hello, Ralph.” 

“Well,” Walter said, “he does have some juice.” There was 
silence, and Walter said, “But I guess it’s all gone. I'll relay for 
you.” F 

All of this seems to lend credence to an opinion expressed 
many years ago by Dr. Cesare Lombroso, the physiologist and 
criminologist, who said: “There is a great probability now given 
us through psychical and spiritualistic researches that there is 
a continued existence of the soul after death, preserving a weak 
identity, to which the persistent soul can add new life and 
growth from the surrounding media.” 

* The procedure is for a group to sit around a table of any size or shape, Each 
person then rubs his hands vigorously a few times, then places them flat on the 
table. Each person’s thumbs should be crossed, and the little finger of each hand 
outstretched, touching the little finger of the next person’s hand, (This is also 
the procedure for table tipping. A spirit is then asked to tip the table if he is 
present—once for yes, twice for no. Questions are then asked, with this yes-or-no 
grr Ralph Harlow and Evan Hill, A Life After Death, 


} James Hyslop, Enigmas of Psychical Research (Boston, Mass.: Herbert B. 
Turner Co., 1906). 





